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March 1, 2021

Western Gateway Elementary School
FAQs

Q: What is Western Gateway Elementary School’s mission?

e Western Gateway creates a learning experience that values children, language,

culture, and community. We challenge our students to learn, grow, give back to our
world and be confident explorers in life. We invite your family to be a part of our
school!

Q: What makes Western Gateway unique?

e Western Gateway is a neighborhood school and a new kind of learning experience.

Our students learn through a bilingual curriculum and become part of a
welcoming community. They grow into more culturally well-rounded learners,
who are equipped to take on all the opportunities of life. Everyone in the
community is welcome to share in this experience- students, teachers, siblings,
parents, grandparents, and neighbors. Our school is a community space for
gathering, volunteering, celebration, learning, and fun.

Q: Who can attend Western Gateway Elementary School?

Western Gateway Elementary is a school that serves portions of the surrounding

neighborhoods of College Hill, Higgins Heights, Jones Grove, Wheeler District and
Will Rogers Courts. If you live within the school’s neighborhood boundary, all you
have to do is enroll!

If you live outside the neighborhood boundaries, you can apply to our lottery. We
will hold a public lottery in May.

Our application process is easy and all online. It will be available in April!



Q: What is the school’s attendance boundary?
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Q: What grades will Western Gateway Elementary School offer?

1st grade

Kindergarten, &

grade
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Pre-K, year, we'll add 2nd | grade will be complete

by adding 4th
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Q: What happens to students who reside within the Western Gateway Elementary School
neighborhood boundary and are in a grade that is not yet offered?

e Students who reside within the WGES neighborhood boundary who are in a grade
not yet offered at the School can attend their assigned school according to the
boundaries set by the Oklahoma City Public School District. Please use this link to
locate your child’s assigned school. School Locator Tool

Q: Where is the school located?

e Western Gateway Elementary School is located at 1300 SW 15th St. Oklahoma City,
OK, 73108. The nearest major intersection is Southwest 15th Street and South
Douglas Avenue.

Q: When will the school open?
e Western Gateway Elementary School is scheduled to open in August 2021.
Q: Will transportation be provided?

e All students living in the attendance area will be able to walk or bike to school.
Families attending WGES who live outside of the attendance area will need to
provide their own transportation.

Q: Will on- or offsite after-school-care options be offered?

e WAGES is partnering with the YMCA to provide before and after-school care for our
students. More information about how to enroll in before and after school care will
be provided upon request.

Q: Does Western Gateway Elementary School offer special education programs and
services?

e Special education services and related services (i.e., OT, PT, ST) will be provided at
Western Gateway Elementary School as determined by the student’s IEP team. The
School intends to retain staff qualified and trained in the provision of related
services, but may also contract with third parties for the provision of such services.

Q: What happens if a special needs child with an existing IEP applies to Western Gateway
Elementary School?

e In accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Western
Gateway Elementary School will ensure identification, evaluation, placement, and
the provision of education and related services to students with disabilities to be



determined by a student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) team and the
IEP, respectively. Placement will be in the least restrictive environment in which the
student can receive a free appropriate public education. Should modifications,
supplementary aids and services, and/or accommodations be necessary as
determined by the student’s IEP team, such accommodations will be provided in
accordance with IDEA and Oklahoma law.

Q: Who created the school’s vision?

e The vision for Western Gateway Elementary School began in the summer of 2015,
with a Dual Immersion Ad Hoc Steering Committee of local public school advocates,
south Oklahoma City community leaders, and leaders from the Latino community.
You can read the Committee’s recommendations in the Memorandum of
Understanding here.

Q: Is Western Gateway a charter school?

e Yes. As a public charter school, we operate independently of the traditional public
school district and are governed by our Board of Directors. More information about
public charter schools can be found on the Oklahoma State Department of
Education’s website.

Q: Who is on the school’s Board of Directors?

e Blair Humphreys, President
o Pete White, Vice President
e Raul Font, Treasurer

Q: When was the school approved by OKCPS?
e Western Gateway Elementary School’s application was approved by the Oklahoma
City Public School Board (OKCPS) of Education on August 12, 2019. The contract
was completed on June 8, 2020.
Q: What is the best way to get in contact with the school?
e The school is still in progress! Head of School, Heather Zacarias, is eager to talk with

interested community members or families, answer questions, collaborate, and
more. She can be reached at hzacarias@westerngateway.school or 405.503.4397



12 de Marzo, 2021

Preguntas Frecuentes sobre
Western Gateway Elementary School

P: ;Cual es la mision de Western Gateway Elementary School?

Western Gateway crea una experiencia de aprendizaje que valora a los nifios, el
idioma, la cultura y la comunidad. Motivamos a nuestros estudiantes a aprender,
crecer, retribuir a nuestro mundo y ser exploradores con seguridad en la vida.
iInvitamos a su familia a ser parte de nuestra escuela!

P: ;Qué hace que Western Gateway sea Unica?

Western Gateway es una escuela dentro del vecindario y un nuevo tipo de
experiencia de aprendizaje. Nuestros estudiantes aprenden a través de un plan de
estudios bilingiie y se vuelven parte de una comunidad acogedora. Se convierten
en estudiantes con una formacion cultural completa, equipados para aprovechar
todas las oportunidades de la vida. Todos los miembros de la comunidad son
bienvenidos a compartir esta experiencia: estudiantes, maestros, hermanos, padres,
abuelos y vecinos. Nuestra escuela es un espacio comunitario de reunion,
voluntariado, celebracion, aprendizaje y diversion.

P: ;Quién puede asistir a la escuela primaria Western Gateway?

Western Gateway Elementary es una escuela que sirve a porciones de los
vecindarios circundantes de College Hill, Higgins Heights, Jones Grove, Wheeler
District y Will Rogers Courts. Si vive dentro de los limites del vecindario de la
escuela, jlo Unico que tiene que hacer es inscribirse!

Si vive fuera de los limites del vecindario, puede aplicar para nuestro sorteo.
Realizaremos un sorteo publico en Mayo.

Nuestro proceso de solicitud es facil y completamente en linea. jEstara disponible en
Abril!



P: ;Cual es el limite de la zona escolar?
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P: ;Qué grados ofrecera Western Gateway Elementary School?

2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

Comenzaremos Al afio siguiente, A continuacion, Y finalmente,

con Pre-K, agregaremos el 22 | agregaremos el WGES se

Kindergarten y ler | grado 3er grado completara al

grado agregar el 4to
grado

P: ;Qué sucede con los estudiantes que viven dentro de los limites del vecindario de
Western Gateway Elementary School y estan en un grado que atin no se ofrece?

e Los estudiantes que viven dentro de los limites del vecindario de WGES que estan en
un grado que aun no se ofrece en la Escuela pueden asistir a su escuela asignada de



acuerdo con los limites establecidos por el Distrito de Escuelas Publicas de
Oklahoma City. Utilice éste enlace para localizar la escuela asignada a su hijo.
Herramienta de Localizacidn de Escuelas

P: ;Donde esta ubicada la escuela?

e Western Gateway Elementary School esta ubicada en 1300 SW 15th St. Oklahoma
City, OK, 73108. La interseccion principal mas cercana es Southwest 15th Street y
South Douglas Avenue.

P: ;Cuando abrira la escuela?

e Laapertura de Western Gateway Elementary School esta prevista para Agosto del
2021.

P: ;Se proporcionara transporte escolar?

e Todos los estudiantes que viven en la zona escolar podran caminar o ir en bicicleta a
la escuela. Las familias que asistan a WGES y que vivan fuera de la zona escolar
tendran que proporcionar su propio medio de transporte.

P: ;Se ofreceran opciones de cuidado extraescolar dentro o fuera de la escuela?

e WGES colaborara con YMCA para proporcionar cuidado antes y después de la
escuela para nuestros estudiantes. Mas informacidn sobre como inscribirse para el
cuidado antes y después de la escuela sera proporcionada bajo solicitud.

P: ;Western Gateway Elementary School ofrece programas y servicios de educaciéon
especial?

e Losservicios de educacion especial y los servicios relacionados (es decir, OT, PT, ST)
se proporcionaran en Western Gateway Elementary School segtin lo determine el
equipo del IEP del estudiante. La Escuela tiene la intencion de retener al personal
calificado y capacitado en la prestacion de servicios relacionados, pero también
puede contratar a terceros para la prestacion de dichos servicios.

P: ;Qué sucede si un nifio con necesidades especiales con un IEP existente presenta su
solicitud para Western Gateway Elementary School?

e Deacuerdo con la Ley para la Educacién de Individuos con Discapacidades (IDEA
por sus siglas en inglés), Western Gateway Elementary School asegurara la
identificacidn, evaluacion, asignacion y la prestacion de educacion y servicios
relacionados a los estudiantes con discapacidades que seran determinados por el
equipo del Programa de Educacién Individualizada (IEP) del estudiante y el IEP,
respectivamente. La asignacion se realizara en el entorno menos restrictivo en el



que el alumno pueda recibir una educacién publica gratuita y adecuada. En caso de
que sean necesarias modificaciones, ayudas y servicios suplementarios, y/o
adaptaciones segun lo determine el equipo del IEP del estudiante, dichas
adaptaciones se proporcionaran de acuerdo con la ley IDEA y la ley de Oklahoma.

: (Quién creo la vision de la escuela?

e Lavision de Western Gateway Elementary School comenzo6 en el verano del 2015,
con un Comité Directivo Ad Hoc de Inmersion Dual conformado por representantes
de las escuelas publicas locales, lideres de la comunidad del sur de Oklahoma City y
lideres de la comunidad Latina. Puede leer las recomendaciones del Comité en el
Memorando de Entendimiento aqui .

: (Es Western Gateway una escuela charter?

e Si. Como escuela publica charter, operamos independientemente del distrito escolar
publico tradicional y nos regimos por nuestra Junta Directiva. Puede encontrar mas
informacion sobre las escuelas publicas charter en el sitio web del Departamento de
Educacion del Estado de Oklahoma.

: (Quién forma parte la Junta Directiva de la escuela?

e Blair Humphreys, Presidente
e Pete White, Vicepresidente
e Raul Font, Tesorero

: (Cuando fue aprobada la escuela por parte de OKCPS?

e Lasolicitud de Western Gateway Elementary School fue aprobada por el Consejo de
Educacion de las Escuelas Publicas de Oklahoma City (OKCPS) el 12 de Agosto del
2019. El contrato se completo el 8 de Junio del 2020.

: (Cudl es la mejor manera de ponerse en contacto con la escuela?

e iLaescuelasigue en progreso! La Directora Académica, Heather Zacarias, esta
ansiosa por hablar con los miembros de la comunidad o familias interesadas,
responder a sus preguntas, colaborar y mucho mas. Puede contactarla en
hzacarias@westerngateway.school o llamando al 405.503.4397



